
  

Allegro! Plymouth, Michigan
The Allegro! organization held a “Gold 
Out” practice, in which skaters dressed in 
gold and raised $450 to support children 
battling cancer. This cause is near and 
dear to our hearts. Kylie Arsenault, a 
skater on our intermediate team, recently 
lost her sister, Dani, to leukemia. The 
money raised was used to purchase ma-
terials to make fleece-tie blankets. These 
blankets are being donated in Dani’s 
memory to the hematology/oncology 
clinic at Children’s Hospital in Detroit, 
where children go for treatments. 
Sometimes children can be there all day, 
and the blankets help to make their stay 
more comfortable. 
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    As everyone in the skating community 
gears up for the holidays, our synchronized 
skating teams are finding the time to give 
back. Oftentimes, these community-service 
and give-back events are a good way to build 
camaraderie and excitement for the season 
ahead, while helping others in the community 
and around the world. The following organiza-
tions have shared their stories of philanthropy 
and goodwill.

Valley Forge Cadettes,  
Oaks, Pennsylvania
   Members of the Valley Forge Cadettes 
represented our teams at the Hero Run 5K 
to benefit the Collegeville Fire Company 
and Montgomery County First Responders. 
Around Thanksgiving, they collected and 
delivered goods to our local food bank. Closer 
to Christmas and Hanukkah, they will donate 
time at our local Toys for Tots sorting center. 
For Valentine’s Day, they’ll decorate and deliver 
cards to a local senior center.

Boston University, Boston 
    Each year, Boston University participates 
in the American Cancer Society’s Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk along the 
Charles River. This year we exceeded our goal 
of raising $500. The walk is a great opportunity 
for us to come together as a team, get out in 
the community and show our support for such 
an important cause that touches everyone in 
various ways. 

Cleveland Ice Storm, Cleveland, Ohio
   Cleveland Ice Storm will participate in 
Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samari-
tan’s Purse, an international relief organization. 

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to 
provide local partners around the world with 
shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items 
and school supplies as a means of reaching 
out to children in their own communities. Each 
of our six teams will fill a shoebox. They’ll ship 
these simple gifts outside the United States to 
children affected by war, poverty, natural disas-
ter, famine and disease; and to children living 
on Native American reservations in the U.S.  

Infinity, Mount Clemens/St. Claire 
Shores, Michigan
   We partner with McLaren Macomb Hos-
pital and its cancer center to raise awareness 
of and money for breast cancer research. Our 
event brings in more than 150 individuals 
throughout the community, and the program 
includes breast cancer education by the local 
cancer center, honoring survivors of the dis-
ease, and a spaghetti dinner. We also feature 
basket raffles and donation cards.

Crystallettes, Dearborn, Michigan
   Our novice ladies partnered with Oper-
ation Love Our Homeless, whose mission is 
to battle homelessness in Detroit and the sur-
rounding areas. They prepared more than 200 
brown bag lunches and wrote down words of 
encouragement for the homeless in the area.
     The skaters will also adopt a family, ensur-
ing that no one goes without a gift during the 
holiday season. From toys to warm clothes to 
home goods, the team will hit local shops to 
cross off all the items on the family’s list. The 
team finishes their shopping spree with a gift- 
wrapping get-together. 

Kyleigh Gaff is the coordinator of the synchro-
nized skating program at U.S. Figure Skating.

Central Park Ice, New York, New York
Skaters from Central Park Ice repacked food for Food Bank for New York City in Hunt’s Point. Mem-
bers from all four lines (beginner, preliminary, open juvenile and intermediate) spent time sorting, 
packing and labeling boxes of food that will be distributed to agencies throughout New York 
City. They packed more than 5,000 pounds of food, which will provide more than 4,000 meals to 
New Yorkers in need.

SwanSyncSation,  
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin

SwanSyncSation hosts a Christmas exhi-
bition each year. The cost of admission is 
a nonperishable food item or paper good 
that is donated to PAVE (People Against 
a Violent Environment). PAVE’s aim is to 
empower those affected by domestic 
violence. It has a shelter for those attempt-
ing to escape a violent environment, a 
crisis line, emergency transportation, legal 
advocacy and children’s advocacy. Its 
case management team assists victims of 
domestic violence in moving beyond abuse 
with counseling, finding employment and 
housing, and building their self-esteem.

For the exhibition, the skaters make up 
their own routines to skate to, and feature 
our buddy program, as well as the synchro-
nized skating teams for the season.

Altruism rules!
Teams step up to help less 
fortunate in their communities
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Miami University, Oxford, Ohio
Miami University participates in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure each year. Prior to race 
day this year, they completed bake sales, T-shirt sales, restaurant fundraisers and online fund-
raising for the Susan G. Komen Foundation. The teams raised nearly $5,000, putting them in 
fourth place for all race teams in Southwest Ohio. 

Saint Louis Synergy,  
Webster Groves, Missouri
Saint Louis Synergy teams host a card-mak-
ing event during the holiday season in 
support of the Red Cross Holiday for Heroes 
Service Project. The program enables Syn-
ergy skaters to “give something that means 
something” to St. Louis-area veterans. Our 
club provides the card stock and craft sup-
plies, and the skaters deliver the heartwarm-
ing creativity and words of encouragement 
and gratitude. Each skater is invited to create 
a card, thanking a local servicemember 
for all they have done to keep our country 
safe. The cards are donated to the St. Louis 
Area Red Cross, which then delivers them 
to veterans in local nursing homes and VA 
hospitals. Synergy skaters have created and 
donated more than 300 handmade cards. 

Chesapeake Synchro,  
Abingdon, Maryland
Chesapeake Synchro made welcome-home 
baskets for Anna’s House, a local emer-
gency shelter for families. Teams collected 
donations of household items and filled 10 
laundry baskets. The baskets are given to 
families as they move out of the shelter and 
into homes of their own.  

During the holiday season, Chesapeake 
Synchro teams plan to partner with Anna’s 
House once again. By adopting four families, 
the teams hope to spread a little holiday 
cheer to those in need. 

Steel City Blades,  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Steel City Blades teams work with patients 
at HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania, located just outside 
of Pittsburgh. Several members of the team 
kicked things off with a visit to the hospital 
and helped patients decorate pumpkins as 
part of a fall festival. The skaters also deco-
rated and delivered pumpkins bedside to pa-
tients unable to attend the fall festival. Both 
the skaters and the patients enjoyed spend-
ing the afternoon together, getting excited 
for the start of the fall season.  

ONYX, Rochester, Michigan
ONYX teams raised more than $10,000 in 
online contributions and in-kind auction 
donations during their “Skate for Scott” 
fundraiser in October. The event was held in 
honor of Scott Tipton, fiancé of U.S. Figure 
Skating technical specialist Erin Bridge, to 
help with the couple’s medical costs and 
financial burden during Tipton’s battle with 
melanoma. 

About 75 skaters, friends and family decked 
out in neon bracelets participated in a glow 
skate fundraiser for the couple. Each of the 
ONYX teams created gift baskets to raffle, 
including an entire fire pit packed with 
s’mores, a tailgate wagon full of snacks, lucky 
lottery ticket baskets and more. The ONYX 

arena donated the ice time. Tipton had been 

fighting melanoma for two years and sadly, 

he passed away two days before the event. 

More synchronized skating programs and 

their philanthropic efforts will be featured 

on the U.S. Figure Skating Fan Zone 

website during the first week of December.
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